Appl. No, 10/61S,<.J9a 

Anult. DiUctJ September 21, 2010 

Reply to Orfice Action m;ii!ed on Jiiiy 2 K 2010 


REMARKS 

Iht above rciba'nccd applscaUuii ba.s Kvnrovitnsvd in hght ofihe 1 ma) DJfice 
Aciion mailed Juis 2K 2010. Chnn>> \ -9, 12. 14, 1 \ Zii-^Z. 24 and :5 aa* cuncntiv pending 
m 'hfs applicaii.tu wnh O urn ' asi'' IJ bc'-w im indt-pc'iKknt loin \o miL-isduicnts c 
kvn tnado Us ihe cln n\ he -m In vku ot iKi, torn..- ks to ioH.n^ . iccutisuL- .uion ana 
alKixsancc of thts appiicaiioii are icspcc;fully rcijueMcd. 

t iai'iii, 1 9, IJ, i4, i5, 20 :4. and ?" ucic ic)ectcd under ;o { S U !2. lust 
pauk'iaph, K*J to v'uji|ii\ \\ih\ the wniicv dc^^ jpt?on iVv|iuie!Uvat Sj .cifSLjih, uu' 
Office Av-uon Malc.s tisal tJie language "each side inciudrng one >oic p.nr ui'planat suriacc 
puitions" li? cOik?iJi:icd new matif a;> it is nol shown m Uie appiu.iUon. \ppiicaiv-; 
resjsccttuily disagree. 

As illustrated hclow in i (()S. K and 9 ,md described tm pvij^c 8, line'! ^Tihe 
spseincauon: 

iFjaeh 'surface 2f^, ''SU, 32 jmhKUs a pan id surface 
poitious 4-1 'vhich tntetsn.. a. . la;, ol-'ii. vjc au<Ak "d" 
n.bti\e to va^h ouiet {[Ki ILc pii,i\tud au^iio of 
inicrsecu*)p ' !ai!<le^ funn SuviA lt>0 \> ui 175\ 
mosl pretciabij 1 7u \ \ i^e niterscvung ^uri j,\ t fum- 44 
thus provide an o\eiall concas^ os \us\\o\s ^ioav^^ 
appearance to tb.e respective surlatxi, 28, Ml ^2 
tbmphasis added.) 


Arndt D;iicti Sepk-mber : K 20 i 0 

Repi\ !« Office Attton mailed on Jtil} 1 . 2010 



i lu^ Ok t.hu Kd Kciiti o Hi} eivh skK ' KuKhn„ oiU ^o!v. nan pha^ nuu^Cv 
poruons IS Jcarh ci<,>,cubvd m Xpphcants speufK Uion ind snown uuhe !igur;.s In \ ins 

paj iiiraph ofcmms !~M 12 14. j "J 20 22 2 1 ami 2*^ !ia- htwi osea >mc c'-id slu uld bv 
withdrawn. 

Chums 1 -0, 12. 14. 15 20'22. 24, and 2^ stajul reKcied undci 35 I s { ^i03{a} as 
ki'i > tinput'nt thlc tner I S PiufuXo -^40^ \11m ( ''ilen ir\! v.! ! S P.v,t,nt 

-^JJ-^'OS? in Ihiuiu'tit; St { !luahaic''> md I S l»ataii Nv. 4,*-6^ s to S Kuki 
("Su/uki ) Apnhcants! lespectJuih -^ubiiut ihit \ikn. Burcknto, and Mi/ui j oith,'? aluicoj 
m tombiti. uon. faii to teach or sui^j^tsi tb<. claimod suigka! needle and th.it theii. is no 
rcj on (nati. n > -aauo t en hi ViSvP B ikjuhu u ^ i ul i vxi ..ombnK aleronces 

C\ nm i retjU) u p'h ' a'. / a *iKt:dii.J t,na noition haMnj; Thtco ■^kK'^ \\1 iv.h inie'-M»t.t 
to defrtc ihret' cfutuu edgf and teiminate at a needle point, each Mdc inehidniy one sale 
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Amdt. Dated Seplember 2 ! , 201 0 

RepSv \<> OSllce Actlott fiiiiiled on hsly 2 1 . 2010 

pmrojplmmr u Jiuv poidom aUvingvd m obiujuc tcbtion u duluic . iiuwrj uhkmnc 
appearance to each siUe" (empha^sts added). 

ackma kdgcd m Ihc Onkt? Auuon. ' Alkn doo not vpccitN eac!j fide nasm^ uu.- 
soil' par oi plan jr Mil loot's Mofcnct .'siiliss* i!( J [ R ] of \l!or 'cpui ]h< ht'kns, 
cjcl^ mJv' of \ k' i'o '1 cdk inclu'k' pLiihu su u.. o ptJrnoiK- c , :oicrc-it.v, nu sobers L 
21, 25, 25. and Aik^n states thai the muUs -faceted crt»^s-^ectK>u "proxidc^ !mpro\td 
pe^etia^i^'n perfoimauce, less trm na anddsstonton and a ieducod woiind opening ^uea," 
(Alien at i.o!air ^ '^^ huvN '!8'oO) \tk-n i!-,. uk . .hat ihe ticcdk head desiiin pro\ides 
for 'Mynillcant ieductioi) m siotk xeinmal iiek.ci.->ai s to sluupLj! I'k* outuni: k.duos TvJ. wiuch 
rcs\!lts m !e:>s niaehiiung thr>. ana reduced waruLHtujinj. v^>st^ t Auen vohuu . skcs 
62-65). 



F/a 4 
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Amdt. D;iie<i Septcmba' 2 L 2010 

Repiy k! OfHce Aciion mailed on July ] , 20 !0 

!n. Ihe Office ActioB. Burphette was relied on the teach '"8 cutung tip with each side 
kmng OIK <5oL pan oi nlanat Mu^acos " BurclKW^ JhcIoscs d lux ar a>>sorihh ukIu lm[» i 
irtKai lu"ic and obtiuator ri>lea'?ahK *»uppoikd vs ithm tiie iroc ir tube I lie tihturator 
ukKkIvn nobuuHu! end di-lii <\i tl ti,(, \ k !u i ^viic <\\h coiii^vU^. uotii ^n'liiiio'i 
I he Onuc \ami ."-Ntit^v mat u uoiud h.n i, ixen ub\ ioik lo one u! oidm u: NkHl m tht 
tt the umc the smeiitiun \\as id,* lo u»^e Uie ciohs ^e^.t30i•l o{ BuKacia uUh ilje dc\ kc oj 
A.lkn ihis In appropi uue m u^e !\u spe^iht puiiodiacs -nki Utxs ol hs^v e 

►Vs cfcscnbed m Iknchettc obuiuun, ^ * e u'lli/cd *no pmiciure the uaiN t>ra bocl\ 

<•>!!) B jsed upon 'hi. Oiilcv \«,ik> i s raitonaie. the > us n u m in Bt.Ri.eiti. fs appuif nate 
lot !»u<vh use ! c for punctium^ ibe \salK ol h^h va\ iUt;-> dt anting ilutd or r 
etkioscopic protedines Vowhere is these ans dj*^tiosi>re v>\ NUgucstion ih.'t the oNiira'tv is 
appropiiiUc foru^*. i i Mv j su' it>, m iJi \1ojeo\cr \.!kn icai.h;.s '\: uh speci '"tuft\ a 
uuilti- atv-iea cit>ss so<.iiou iq uilx^a^^ ii^stk pi.iK jattuii ind iiCLdit sh itpacs-i ol .ism^MLat 
sutunng needle \ccojdirgIs one would noi look to combine ^ Hen \\ nil Bin clutte and it js 
anh xsjth impeum-iSihic hmdMght tint .wy momatjon for mv^kmg u suigica neeulc ha\ ng, 
anKM^e of ei hms-s * ec'oh ^\d^ in hidnv one v^le pur ui pbnar ^ui' )ce p ^rtK a^ p uK<.a m 
oblique it-kit'on to define a gcafsal conv appe^ante to eaeh suk as tvi. stcd .n C auu I 

In the OQiLO \ctKHi. SuAilvj Ha-* roiscd on to kach \\k n<,cak noun I wi^ J'^pla^L I 
a pr*.dt.tcnnined distance s^ttl) respect lo the iongilndtnai d\t . aiui sslunciii tht picde eimuiod 
uiMunce ts k^s maj i »h(, \ dimi. i;>i n \t ui thecniari5edt{a«»itionpoition*aiijd ailea&i 
OJU siJ«. ^ * Km J'ti' !. !\ 1 li urn I Jisf! n ud b u ?! tint i biv j a pi > ie '^afaUol to 
the longu tdniaj axis i!k ugii. alpha bttnw ht,tui.i. i <bom ma j(> %\hmin the luie nt the 
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Appi No. !0/6}i?,')9n 

Amdt. Dated Sepieitfer 2K 2010 

Reply 10 Offke AcSiori maiied on July 2 ! . 20 U) 

needled end noni^m dispiaccJ h\ alpha l^or-, the pKinc r-^taHcl u> \]\c ioi)< iUkhna! ..^ss 
ha,s u subslamiall) continuous skipe bciv;een ihe enlarged tran-^uion portion and ihc needle 
point" (c5iation;i and paicnthctical notaiioas omiued). 

•^j/uki Wni-, to eure ilie deHcsencic^ o'\\*ien and Buahcu.. a> SuAikt Kn!^ u> k\'ieb a 
".uedlcJ end portion hd^ ,m three xsdo utiiv.ii nit;.:tNt ci to de'-n.- thacc ctuung ^'dgci .aid 
k'rminak* at a needle point, each .side including one sole pair of planar sui iacc porUt^ns 
aiTOJigcd in oblique relaiion to define a genera! concav e appearance to each side/" as recik'd 
in Claim 1. 

AddUion^ilK ihvfc is i^'> nn^w auu i lo uonibinc Allen wnh Su/uki Su/uki dl-^ck>i.'{» 
acaiite{erin!?i.Mtun dexice U'Cd (t.u poicutuieou* inNeition of a v.atlieier iri>^ w mci\ or. 
M'ui liKaied ui a deep pan of a tisbue I he catiieter ^n^c^^ion de\Ke sntiudcs an inner needle 
mcludaig a taper poitior ;ind a bc\ eled &urlacc at iIn distal end I he OJiKc \cUon asberti 
x'uii"n ^\.^fn '^^soboen nh%.ous lo vme o5 u! iMU sKjU m tiie ariu-- me the «„e M^,'^^ t 
Su/ukf with tKod> Mce oi Allen, a^ the .isi^Jl f ladt increasi's tfte surface arm oi Uk blade 
and aids m euunig die u^sue " (empha^jjj. added). 

\s stated above, howexci. tiic needle head oJ Allen is tvhap!.d so that the onh poition 
thnt sub.tantialh lontat \ ass duinu > utup„ is ho d .<.o auun*' edges lo niipiove 
ptnetras on pernm ) aKv ic.-s^.i ii-^ae tuium i rn! > i.>n ^ jj ..iu? u duco ( u u uiu op..ni y 
ar<,a I hus, 'ncrea&ing the surface area of Allen s jk edie. as si yuesitd h\ die Oitke \el!on, 
j$ eontian to the icai^hings of Mien <ind xsoula eha!u»<. the pinuiplc oi opcjauon oi Vi'en 

Aecoiding to §114'? t)i(M) of the Ml'i P tb. proposed modification Caunoi blunge 
tiK pji ! ipk )! o[i>'a{ii^ 1 ot a uk.i.!KV ii iIh nu>- -isxi t hi i ! i U! ' u > ^on hin u on o. 
d e ptrO! >.'t s^oulo Kii i me tije puruple Oi optiain p oi puo' .ai nnent',ip -^tinc 
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Apf>!.No. imu.m 

Amd\. Daied SepU'mbef2K 2010 

Reply to Office Aciion maikd on My 21, 2010 

modiikci, than the teachings of the references are ml sufficient to render the dahmprma 
tm^e obvious," 

Accordingh , Appik\mt:i iesiU'cifuUv joqueM vshhura^va; of ihe rejection orChiin I 
undet I i S (. M 01{.o o\ er Viluu in \ icw of Bi»ehette and Su/ukf 

\\ 'th reyuid independent Claim 12. CWmi 12 requ^^e^. hna- <tlni, 'each sfdc 
inctuding a pais of phmai surface pDitJuns jirianged m obhque lelation and intcrscuting .tlong 
a median plane bisccung a lespcctive side to define a genera! conca\ c appeaiance to thy 
respective side. ' 

l!iiheOI;1cc Vtion u \s.u d'^sCiiuJ ilifU \ik>n disclose each ^idciikiuani^^ i f nt ol 
pian.ir -ninacc f oriio:f> anaj-igco in ob!A|Le t^l .tioo \i> d. ilnc rci^ej d onKvP^ c ajpcinou. e to 
each biik (I-ig. 1)/* Additionalh, \\ith icpeci to Claim 2, it v\aN asserted that '-Alien ieaehe.s 
the planai sarlhcc pv^niuna uf eucii ^tdc mc arratn'cd lo jnterseei aiong a ntedtau plan 
b!^ot.i!r;i A i^Npectne >ak define a M^bbiantialK sxinmetucal eoiKv;\e apptajance she 
respective side," 

Ho\sexcJ aN s'wwn with j.MofeTKt. lo i Uj I above \!lon lluK lo di tlose th^ jealiue 
im kklnv a pati ol planar siutace poitions ihaf intLi-fct aiong a ii-jedtan plane thai b^e^is a 
lON'.cintside \h)!^user 5,1 iKuuirtihi not articulatv.d \\hKh ieature^ oi Viler haxc 
Kei inte ire*eJ to he an'k oi the i.laiin(.d leit ites 

Additionalh. neuhei Butchctte noi Su/uki dHLlo-t,s oi ^igti^. t ^,^1) ^,uk iulU dmi, 
a pear of pianai- -.uriat-e pori!c»rjs a,j mgtd m oShque tcUujon md jutvi-ectin alom' a medi.ui 
plane biit^ettng a respi.eii\e side to define a gencnd voncax e appearance lo the respects e 
vdt.;"as iLuited in ( ! iim 12 Mo'coxc! \opU )ius naixil iip th<. !i< iment' set kntl above 
icgaiding thv nnp'opei eosnhiiu^ioo oi Klitn v nh Hun hetic ana Mi/aki 
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A mdt Dated Scpieiabtr 2 L 29 ! 0 

RfpK !o Office ActKtn mailed an JuK 21, :01t) 

Thus, lor at Iciist ihc^e rcasuns, .Applicants rcspociiulK request uilbdniwal oi lhc 
rejection of indcpemiem Claim 12 under 35 tJ.S.C. § 103(a) over AHcn in vicsv of Bujcheue 
and SaziikL 

'^'nCcCluni 2^'* 2^ ond 2-t \s ulS Ji.f on i ^unu ( K\ m [ nm { ■ ' + i"^ "'C 2^ 
md 2:?, whsch depend Uoji C 1 \m 12, ;,omain ail ut die imjunions ol i \n\m\ I .md 1 
rei>p;.i.lneh lot at loaNt the rea-otiv prc^onicU aboxc rcgajJuig the pa{cntabd<{\ ot C kuius I 
t'nd 12 AppiuiiP^ ic^pecttulH subnui ibat ihe subicvi mattc! ot eich Claims 2-9 H i**. 
20-3'' 34 and 25 a x\bo!(.Ms alMi patuitable tncj Allen, Rurchcttc andSu/uki 
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ApplNo. 10/618,990 

Amdt. Dated September 21, 20.10 

Reply to Office Aetion mailed on July 2 1 , 20 !0 

In vie\\ of ihf foregoing remiu'ks, Apphcantc; submit that all of the claims are 
patentably distinct froni the references of record and are in condition for allowance. The 
Cxarainer is invited to contact the undersigned Attorney at the telephone number listed below 
with am qiic'^non^ concoinin;i ihK applicatHMi. 

Plca^sc ciiargc am dcficiencs as well as any oihcr fec(^s) that may become due undi.'r 
37 C.F.R. §1.16 and/or 1 . i 7 at any time during the pendency of this application, or credit 
aiiy 0ve5T?aymertt of s^cli f# |g Deposit Account No. 21-0550, 


Carter, iJeLuca, FarreU & Schmidt, LLP 
'j'!5 Broad llol!os\ Road ■■ Suite 420 
Melville, New York 11747 
Tel.: (631) 501-5700 
Fax: (631^501-3526 

Mailing Address; 

Govidien 

Suite 8 N ! 

555 Long Wharf Drive 
New Haven, CT 06511 


tlespcctfu 1 ly ..subtni tied , 
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